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NON-FICTION BOOKS 

 
025 Fl Flanders, Judith A place for everything: the curious history of alphabetical order 

From the school register to the telephone book, from dictionaries 
and encyclopedias to the library shelves, our lives are ordered from 
A to Z. 
 

070.4 Ho Howard, Philip N.  Lie machines: how to save democracy from troll armies, deceitful 
robots, junk news operation, and political operatives 
We live in a world of technologies that misdirect our attention, 
poison our political conversations, and jeopardize our democracies. 
 

305.5 Bu Burke, Peter The polymath: a cultural history from Leonardo da Vinci to Susan 
Sontag 
The first history of the Western polymath, from the fifteenth 
century to the present day 
 

305.5 Wi Wilkerson, Isabel Caste: the origins of our discontents 
The hierarchy of caste is not about feelings or morality. It is about 
power--which groups have it and which do not. 
 

305.896 Ba Bailey, Yelena How the streets were made: housing segregation and Black life in 
America 
In this book, Yelena Bailey examines the creation of 'the streets' not 
just as a physical, racialized space produced by segregationist 
policies but also as a sociocultural entity that has influenced our 
understanding of blackness in America for decades. 
 

306.3 Le Lehman, Christopher P. Slavery’s reach: Southern slaveholders in the North Star State 
From the 1840s through the end of the Civil War, leading 
Minnesotans invited slaveholders and their wealth into the free 
territory and free state of Minnesota, enriching the area's 
communities and residents. 
 

306.45 Mc McIntyre, Lee The scientific attitude: defending science from denial, fraud, and 
pseudoscience 
In this book, Lee McIntyre argues that what distinguishes science 
from its rivals is what he calls “the scientific attitude” --caring about 
evidence and being willing to change theories based on new 
evidence. 
 



307.7609 
Wi 

Wilson, Ben Metropolis: a history of the city, humankind’s greatest invention 
From a brilliant young historian, a colorful journey through 7,000 
years and twenty-six world cities that shows how urban living has 
been the spur and incubator to humankind's greatest innovations. 
 

320.54 Pa Payne, Les The dead are arising: the life of Malcolm X 
An epic biography of Malcolm X finally emerges, drawing on 
hundreds of hours of the author's interviews, rewriting much of the 
known narrative. 
 

323.1197 
Sa 

Saunt, Claudio Unworthy republic: the dispossession of Native Americans and the 
road to Indian territory 
Moving beyond the familiar story of the Trail of Tears, Unworthy 
Republic offers a fast-paced yet deeply researched account of 
unbridled greed, government indifference, and administrative 
incompetence. 
 

323.44 Ig Igo, Sarah E. The known citizen: a history of privacy in modern America 
Every day, Americans make decisions about their privacy; what to 
share and when, how much to expose and to whom. Securing the 
boundary between one's private affairs and public identity has 
become a central task of citizenship. 
 

346.048 Cl Edited by Claudy Op den 
Kamp 

A history of intellectual property in 50 objects 
What do the Mona Lisa, the light bulb, and a Lego brick have in 
common? The answer-intellectual property (IP)--may be surprising, 
because IP laws are all about us, but go mostly unrecognized. 
 

364.1 Vi Cornejo Villavicencio, 
Karla 

The undocumented Americans 
One of the first undocumented immigrants to graduate from 
Harvard reveals the hidden lives of her fellow undocumented 
Americans in this deeply personal and groundbreaking portrait of a 
nation. 
 

364.154 Sw Swanson, William Stolen from the garden: the kidnapping of Virginia Piper 
On a July afternoon in 1972, two masked men waving guns abducted 
forty-nine-year-old Virginia Piper from the garden of her lakeside 
home in Orono, Minnesota. 
 

394.1 Ei Eighmey, Rae Katherine Food will win the war: Minnesota crops, cooks, and conservation 
during World War 1 
When the United States entered World War I, Minnesotans 
responded to appeals for personal sacrifice and changed the way 
they cooked and ate to conserve food for the boys "over there". 
 
 



512 Fi Fisher, Richard W. No-nonsense algebra: master algebra the easy way! 
A complete algebra I text featuring lots of examples, with step-by-
step solutions, and online access to tutorial videos. 
 

512 Mc McCune, Sandra Luna Easy algebra step-by-step: master high-frequency concepts and 
skills for algebra proficiency-fast! 
The fastest way to learn algebra is to build a solid foundation in the 
basics. 
 

512.9 Sp Spiegel, Murray R. College algebra 
Tough Test Questions? Missed Lectures? Not Enough Time? 
Fortunately, there's Schaum's. This all-in-one-package includes more 
than 1,900 fully solved problems, examples, and practice exercises 
to sharpen your problem-solving skills. 
 

577.63 Ca Carlson, Bruce M. Beneath the surface: a natural history of a fisherman’s lake 
With clear-eyed and engaging prose, Beneath the Surface explores 
the inner workings of Ten Mile Lake in Cass County, Minnesota. 
 

581.632 Al Alfs, Matthew Edible & medicinal wild plants of the Midwest 
Collected insightful tips and detailed descriptions relating to the 
edibility and healing potential of more than one hundred wild 
plants. 
 

581.9776 
Me 

Meyer, Mary 
Hockenberry 

Ten plants that changed Minnesota 
Alfalfa, American elm, apples, corn, lawns and turfgrass, purple 
loosestrife, soybeans, wheat, white pine, and wild rice. 
 

598.97 Sl Slaght, Jonathan C. Owls of the eastern ice: a quest to find and save the world’s largest 
owl 
When he was just a fledgling birdwatcher, Jonathan C. Slaght had a 
chance encounter with one of the most mysterious birds on Earth. 
 

613.6 Gr Griffith, Cary J. Lost in the wild: danger and survival in the North woods 
Freelancer Griffith details the travails of two hikers who lost their 
way for several harrowing days in separate incidents in the 
Minnesota and Ontario wilderness and emerged alive and relatively 
unscathed thanks to the efforts of search-and-rescue professionals 
and volunteers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



796.357 
Wh 

White, Frank M. They played for the love of the game: untold stories of Black 
baseball in Minnesota 
Minnesota has been home to countless talented African American 
ballplayers. Yet, during baseball’s many decades of segregation, 
these athletes were relegated to a haphazard array of semipro 
leagues, barnstorming clubs, and loose organizations of all-black 
teams--many of which are lost to history. 
 

917.127 Pe Pelly, David F. The old way North: following the Oberoltzer-Magee expedition 
Tracing the route of the Oberholtzer-Magee expedition, The Old 
Way North transports readers through the history of this perilous 
wilderness and introduces them to the mapmakers, fur traders and 
trappers, missionaries, and native peoples who relied on this 
corridor for trade and travel. 
 

921 Hi Hirono, Mazie K. Heart of fire: an immigrant daughter’s story 
Mazie Hirono is one of the most fiercely outspoken Democrats in 
Congress, but her journey to the U.S. Senate was far from likely. 
 

940.53 Ba Batalion, Judy The light of days: the untold stories of women resistance fighters in 
Hitler’s ghettos 
One of the most important untold stories of World War II. The light 
of days is a soaring landmark history that brings to light the 
extraordinary accomplishments of brave Jewish women who helped 
weaponize Poland's Jewish youth groups to resist the Nazis. 
 

940.53 Mo Moorehead, Caroline A house in the mountains: the women who liberated Italy from 
fascism 
In the late summer of 1943, when Italy broke with the Germans and 
joined the Allies after suffering catastrophic military losses, an 
Italian Resistance was born. 
 

940.53 Mo Moorehead, Caroline A train in winter: an extraordinary story of women, friendship, and 
resistance in occupied France 
A Train in Winter is a remarkable account of the extraordinary 
courage of ordinary people--a story of bravery, survival, and the 
enduring power of female friendship. 
 

940.53 Wr Wright-Peterson, Virginia 
M. 

A woman’s war, too: women at work during World War II 
During World War II, women in Minnesota--like women across the 
country--made bold, unconventional, and important contributions 
to the war effort. 
 
 
 
 



945.091 
Mo 

Moorehead, Caroline A bold and dangerous family: the remarkable story of an Italian 
mother, her two sons, and their fight against fascism 
Readers are drawn into the lives of this remarkable family--and their 
loves, their loyalties, their laughter, and their ultimate sacrifice. 
 

970.3 Ca Carroll, Jane Lamm Daybreak woman: an Anglo-Dakota life 
Daybreak Woman, (also known as Jane Anderson Robertson), the 
daughter of an Anglo-Canadian trader and a Scots-Dakota woman, 
was born at a trading post on the Minnesota River in 1810. When 
she died in 1904, after having lived in the region all those years, she 
had witnessed seismic changes, survived cataclysmic events, and, 
with her children, endured to rebuild lives as Anglo-Dakota people in 
an anti-Indian world. 
 

977.6 Ke Kenney, Dave Minnesota in the 70s 
This book tells the stories of people, places, and events that defined 
the state. 
 

 
FICTION BOOKS 

 
Er Erdrich, Louise The night watchman: a novel 

Based on the extraordinary life of Louis Erdrich's grandfather Patrick 
Gourneau, who worked as a night watchman and carried the fight 
against Native dispossession from rural North Dakota all the way to 
Washington, with lightness and gravity, and unfolds with the elegant 
prose, sly humor, and depth of feeling of a literary master. 
 

Ko Kopernik, Raki The things you left: stories 
Sometimes humorous, sometimes sad; an exploration of love, 
addiction, relationships, and loss. 
 

So Soukup, Fredrick Bliss 
In search of meaning amid America's sedated upper-middle class, a 
cynical college graduate forgoes medical school and moves to inner-
city Chicago. When he falls in love with a woman uncompromisingly 
devoted to her community, he finds himself caught between two 
lives, one he does not want and one he cannot have. 
 

Wa Washburn, Kawai Strong Sharks in the time of saviors 
In 1995 Kailua-Kona, Hawaii, on a rare family vacation, seven-year-
old Nainoa Flores falls overboard a cruise ship into the Pacific Ocean. 
When a shiver of sharks appears in the water, everyone fears for the 
worst. But instead, Noa is gingerly delivered to his mother in the 
jaws of a shark, marking his story as the stuff of legends. 

 


